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STEDMAN'S PLUS SPELLCHECKER 4.0 (software on 3.5 inch diskettes).
Baltimore, Williams & Wilkins, 1996. $99.95; $29.95, upgrade.
Every health care professional knows the frustration evoked when a wordprocessor's
spell-checker flags every other word in document full ofmedicaljargon. Stedman's Plus
is a competent solution. It is a spell-checker supplement that contains over 343,000 med-
ical terms as well as 20,000 generic and brand drug names from the Physician's Desk
Reference (PDR) Generics.
Stedman's is designed to work with specific word processors. Supported word proces-
sors for MS-DOS and Windows 3.1 include Microsoft Word 2.0/6.0/7.0, Word Perfect
5.1/6.1, Lotus Ami Pro 3.1 and Lotus Word Pro 96. Although there is no explicit infor-
mation on compatibility for Microsoft Word 97 under Windows 95, I had no difficulties
installing or running Stedman's under such a configuration. Support for Microsoft Word
for Mac 5.1/6.01 is available for Macintosh users.:
The version of the program under review came on two 3.5 inch floppy diskettes,
although it is now available on CD-ROM. Installation was effortless and straight-forward,
although an uninstall feature was not available in case you later decide to remove
Stedman's from your computer. System requirements are minimal (approximately 2 to 3
megabytes of hard disk space). Technical support, in the unlikely event that you need it,
is available by toll-free telephone number, fax and e-mail. Upgrades for users ofprevious
versions are reportably available from the publisher at a discount.
Stedman's works invisibly: you simply simply activate your word processor's spell
checker in the usual fashion. Performance was excellent with most medical words. On
occasion, I found less commonly used medical terms missing from its dictionary, such as
"reinfarction" or "cardioembolic." For the most part, eponyms like "Libman-Sacks,"
"Hermansky-Pudlak" and "Wolff-Parkinson-White" were found, but "Reiter's syndrome"
was not.
Stedman's also flags abbreviations that it believes should have been capitalized. For
example: "sle" becomes "SLE" and "cbc" becomes "CBC." Plural abbreviations such as
"LFTs" were flagged and the appropriate singular forms suggested. Most branded drug
names were accepted if they began with a capital letter. More recent agents such as
"Indinavir" and "Ritonavir" were evidently too new for this version. The spell checkerdid
however recognize "AZT," "zidovudine," "protease-inhibitor" and "CD4."
In summary, Stedman's Plus is a user-friendly spellchecker that is quite capable for
the everyday needs of medical professionals. It will save you much grief the next time
need to check the spelling of"Kimmelstiel-Wilson glomerulosclerosis."
Jersey Chen
Medical Student
Yale University School of Medicine
CELL BIOLOGY AND HISTOLOGY, Third Edition. By Leslie P. Gartner, James L.
Hiatt and Judy M. Strum. Philadelphia, Williams and Wilkins, 1998. 376 pp. $22.95.
Part of the "Board Review Series," Cell Biology and Histology provides an
excellent outline ofthe cellular structures ofeach organ system. The book begins with the
fundamental concepts ofthe cell and proceeds to cover the nervous system, the gastroin-
testinal system, the urinary system, etc. Although in outline format, the points are not
made in bullet style, which can be noninformative or frustrating. Instead, the authors pro-
vide enough information to present the gist of the concept and to refresh one's memory.42 Book Reviews
The chapters are simple and easy to follow with plenty ofroom along the margins to take
additional notes. The clinical considerations at the end ofeach section are also helpful in
showing how cell biology plays a role in pathology.
For a quick review, this book also provides figures and tables that summarize the
information in an integrative way. These figures are helpful in understanding the whole
picture after reading the points. For the most part, the diagrams are self-explanatory. The
only figure that falls short in its educative purpose is the one on cellular junctions.
Unfortunately, the pictures of the different junctions are provided without labels.
However, it must be remembered that Cell Biology is only a review book, and although
the figures can be helpful, there may be a need to supplement this book with another for
the pictures.
Overall, Cell Biology and Histology is a good investment for Board review. It is a
quick and easy way to relearn the basic concepts of cell biology and more.
Grace Shih
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
A MELANCHOLY SCENE OF DEVASTATION. Edited by J. Worth Estes and Billy
G. Smith. Canton, Massachusetts, Science History Publications, 1997. 211 pp. $35.95.
A Melancholy Scene ofDevastation is a collection of essays that were presented at a
conference held at the College of Physicians of Philadelphia on October 1, 1993 to mark
the 200th anniversary of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia. The epidemic left
5000 dead and hundreds of children orphaned. Many citizens fled, and the city became
paralyzed with fear. The main purpose ofthe essays in this book is to analyze the public's
response to the epidemic. The opinions and actions of notable historical figures such as
Dr. Benjamin Rush and Thomas Jefferson are intertwined with those of the ordinary
Philadelphians. From Philip Lapsansky's essay on the role ofAfrican Americans during
the epidemic to the political battles drawn over the epidemic in Martin Pernick's essay, the
book offers diverse views of the community's response to yellow fever.
Melancholy Scene opens with an introductory chapter about yellow fever. Estes pro-
vides a brief clinical and historical backdrop for the essays to come. From there, each
author presents an aspect of the public's response to yellow fever. Daniel Nord looks at
how newspapers played an important role in disseminating information to a desperate
populace. This is followed by Sally Griffith's analysis of a popular yellow fever publica-
tion, A ShortAccount ofthe Malignant Fever by Matthew Carey. In the essays that follow,
the reader learns about the possible political motivations behind Dr. Rush's blood letting
cures and burgeoning ofpublic health measures in the wake ofthe epidemic.
Estes and Smith have produced a fascinating read about the yellow fever. The fact that
each section is written by a different author drives home the complexity of the epidemic.
The reader sees how one figure such as the publisher Matthew Carey can appear in many
different spheres, doing essentially the same things but for different purposes. For exam-
ple, his publication was originally an entrepreneurial project, which ultimately became a
source of information for the public but a source of discontent among ethnic groups and
political parties. In turn, each of these perspectives influenced the course of action taken
in Philadelphia by its leaders.
As noted by the editors, the public response to this yellow fever epidemic is relevant
to us today, especially in light oftheAIDS epidemic. In his concluding essay, Smith looks
at the meaning of community in Philadelphia in 1793. After reading this essay, one can-
not help but draw the parallel between the two epidemics. It raises the questions: How is